
 

 

September 22, 2013 
On Their Watch 

This little, tiny, precious little girl, Laurynn, was snatched by 
Tribal Social Services from a safe, loving home that had 
nurtured her and twin sister from abuse so horrific they 
both had to be hospitalized before they could be fostered, 
into happy, cheerful, bright and loving little girls, and forced 
them into a home where the woman had lost custody of her 
own children because of abuse. Less than two months 
later, and just a few weeks shy of her third birthday, Baby 
Laurynn was murdered in an escalating pattern of abuse 
and neglect by Hope Whiteshield, while the rest of the 
family did nothing, and even tried to claim it was SIDS 
death. 

All this time, as both girls conditions rapidly deteriorated, 
Tribal Social Services under the now fired Director, Paul Hutchinson, did nothing. Put 
them in the hands of an abuser and turned his back. One month, she went from this 
smiling, laughing happy child, to a tiny, malnourished, battered corpse.  

Hope is standing trial for neglect and endangerment, when it should be for Murder, 
but USAG Tim Purdon wants to keep ‘child murder’ stats low on his watch.  

Further, all of this could have been avoided if the three main players I talked about 
last week: James Murray, George Sheldon and Marriane McMullen had done their 
jobs.  Further, there have been more deaths and more child abuse and rapes under 
their watch and still, all they do is dance around, waving their hands in the air like the 
final dance number in a Broadway Musical, not only throwing obstacles in the path of 
Thomas Sullivan, the only Director of the ACF actively trying to rescue the children, 
but in blatantly contriving to deny him access to victims, witnesses and Mandated 
Reporters.  

Someone should file a Civil Rights law suit on behalf of Baby Laurynn and name 
those three among the defendants in that case.  It was their job to follow protocol and 
their job to fix this, but all they did was protect their political and Social Organization 
Allies by both ignoring the fact that these are ongoing crimes against children, not 
“Issues” and not “situation” but criminal activity, and by harassing, intimidating and 
threatening anyone that attempted to get them to do their jobs.  

The most recent example is that Cavenaugh kid who was arrested for a strong arm 
robbery in town.  A kid who was also a victim of the ACF doing nothing while he was 
being abused and his funds were being stolen from him by the very people that the 
ACF is protecting by refusing to criminally investigate either the rapes and abuses of 
children, their deaths, or the missing millions of dollars (from taxpayers, mind you. 
That’s you and me).  
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How different would the path of life have been for the Cavenaugh kid or hundreds, 
maybe thousands like him, had the ACF acted responsibly towards protecting both 
those children and the millions of dollars that are stolen from him and children like he 
was, all over the Spirit Lake Rez and all over the nation?  

We live in a violent world mostly because children have been unprotected, their cries 
ignored, and the laws only used against them when they grow up and become violent 
themselves.   

Some people can remember a time when no one locked their doors and their cars 
were safe with the keys in them.  Times didn’t change, but the neglect and abuse of 
children became rampant and predators endorsed by both the inaction on the part of 
major agencies who chose to support political goals rather than protect the children, 
and who actively stalled, stopped, threatened, harassed and denied support to 
anyone in their own agency who was working to change all this.  

If you want less violence and fear in your future and the lives of your own children, 
you must take action and demand, constantly and stridently, that these three stooges 
be not only removed from their jobs, but charged with accessory to murder and child 
rapes.  I want them gone. Not transferred to some cushy little outpost, not moved into 
a cozy seat on some Charitable Foundation’s Board of Directors, I want them gone, 
charged and denied pension or severance pay.  

They didn’t care what happened to the children, I don’t care what happens to their 
careers, their pensions or their lifestyle.  

The first to go will be James Murray.  The other two will throw him under the bus to 
save themselves.  First, they will try to get him to transfer out, or promise him a soft 
landing in one of the many Social Organizations they affiliate with, but as soon as he 
steps out of his square, they will drop him as the hot potato.   

By the time he decides to step up and be a man, it will be too late. They will have 
used him and discarded him.  I bet he’s already finding it harder to get them to return 
his phone calls, messages and emails.  They will ride him like a rent horse and leave 
him where he drops.  He was not hired to ‘do good work’. He was hired to be their 
hatchet man, their gatekeeper and prevent any of this from reaching them.  

He thought he was climbing the political ladders of success and acceptance. He was 
wrong. His loyalty to them was by far greater than his concern over the well-being of 
those children whose stories were written up in the now 13 Mandated Reports issued 
by Thomas Sullivan.  His loyalty saved Sheldon and McMullen from having to expose 
their powerful alliances with darker elements that snake through these agencies, 
sucking the bulk of funds for ‘administrative costs’ which are never well-defined or 
itemized, and which allows crimes against children to now have reached epidemic 
proportions in our country.   
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Child Trafficking is the most vile of all Human Trafficking, which is already the most 
evil crime Humans can commit upon other Human Beings.  The ACF should be the 
agency stopping the abuses.  But they won’t even allow Thomas Sullivan to clean up 
the child abuse ring on one tiny reservation in North Dakota. Why? 

If they cannot or will not correct the blatant abuses on Spirit Lake Nation Reservation, 
can you imagine how many more and how much worse it is on reservations across 
the country?   

Can you imagine how it is in Social Services Programs and Agencies across the 
nation?  

And you wonder if you are safe in your beds at night? You fear you are not safe at 
work, shopping, going to the movies, or sending your kids to school?  You think this 
fear is ‘just the way it has always been?’ 

You think if you buy a gun you’re safe? Your children are safe on the playground or 
at school? Don’t kid yourself.  Violence is here and it’s everywhere around us. We 
think of those who commit these crimes of robbery, rape, murders and mass 
shootings as ‘subhuman’.   

Maybe they are. But we know how thousands of them got that way, now don’t we? 
So, do we protect the children? Or the politicians?  Which do you think will make us 
safer in the future, and which do you think will create millions more survivors of 
horrific subhuman abuse and come to your town and turn your life upside down?  

You have seen their emails. You know they have known. You know they have 
actively worked against protecting the children. Now, start contacting them, your 
elected representatives at ALL levels of government from the PTA, the Mayor & 
Councils to Governors, Senators, and all of them should be asked what they are 
going to do about this and when they are going to do it, and they should be told that 
you are not going to stop until they take action. 

While we are at it, let’s not forget Scott Davis. He’s the Governor’s pet Indian. He is a 
good friend of Kevin Brownshield Dauphinais who has not only defrauded the 
government, but has actively trafficked children into the hands of registered sex 
offenders.  Mr. Scott has more important things to do than to attend a meeting that 
might lead to the eventual criminal investigation of his very wealthy, very crooked 
friend, Kevin.  If Kevin goes down, he takes not only Scott Davis with him, but 
everyone they are both associated with at all levels of government.  

Scott Davis has seen his job not as taking crimes against Indian Children seriously, 
but as a promoter of corporate exploitation of Native Businesses and the tax 
loopholes therein.  He sees his work for the Bush Foundation as far more important 
that stopping child rapes, child trafficking on the rez where his buddy gets all his 
money from.  
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Elections NOTE:  

As soon as I can get all the names of everyone running for the Ft. Totten District 
Seat, I will start posting on that. I have about half the names so far. A lot of old trash 
trying to recycle themselves back onto the Gravy Train.  Heads up Good People of 
Spirit Lake Fort Totten District, you need someone with the courage, education and 
integrity of Mardell Lewis on your side.  Get a good enough, strong enough Tribal 
Council and you can through them, rid yourselves of the crimes, cronyism and 
nepotism.  You can expect fair play in your lives and assistance when you need it if 
you work to put in a person of the caliber that is Mardell Lewis.  

Spirit Lake is stepping out of the shadows and into the light.  This is your work to do. 
And my money’s on you doing it right.  There are going to be, from what I have seen 
so far, at least two very good, very qualified candidates to choose from. Wouldn’t that 
be great?  A run-off between Great and Better rather than picking the lesser of two 
evils?  

Send in the bios of those running and I will post them. Don’t bother with Clarice 
Brownshield, Shelly Lugar and their ilk. We’ve already seen how they damaged the 
Tribe.  No one wants to go back to that.  

Spirit Lake is just now starting to be looked up to by other tribes and by surrounding 
communities, where it counts: In the minds and hearts of the citizens, not the political 
pandering photo op elected idiots, getting blankets wrapped around them.  

Mardell cannot do this all on her own. She needs more Tribal Council support and 
you can elect that for her and for yourself.   

Spirit Lake is just now starting to hold their heads up with real pride over real 
accomplishments.  It feels good, doesn’t it?  

Help make Spirit Lake a place where children are safe to grow up and Elders are safe 
to live out their years among their people and in their culture.  

We have a lot of work ahead of us, all of us. Those in Spirit Lake and those of us who 
know what is happening there.  

The Good People of Spirit Lake walking tall is, for some reason, scaring some very 
powerful people who never thought you had it in you. Who knows what you will 
accomplish as you go further? Whatever it is, we are all in this together.  

Mitakuye Oyasin! 

You know where to find me 

~Cat 


